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SUBJ: KUWAITI INTEREST IN ATOMIC ENERGY AND CONVERSION OF SEA 
WATER 

REF: A) STATE 182094 (NOTAL); B) KUWAIT 3297 

SUMMARY: MINFIN AND OIL ATEEQI HAS INDICATED UNDERSTANDING OF 
REASONS WHY US DOES NOT WISH DISCUSS COOPERATION WITH KUWAIT 
IN NUCLEAR ENERGY FIELD AT THIS TIME. HOWEVER, KUWAITIS WILL 
NOT BE DISSUADED FROM PURSUING INTEREST IN NUCLEAR ENERGY 
AS ALTERNATIVE TO PETROLEUM - WITH OTHERS LIKE FRENCH IF NOT 
WITH US - AND WE THEREFORE BELIEVE SUBJECT SHOULD NOT BE 
THROWN OUT OF COURT PERMANENTLY. IN MEANTIME WE INTEND KEEP 
ON PUSHING HYDROCARBON INTENSIVE UNDUSTRIES. EMBASSY REQUESTS 
DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR PROVIDE ANY AVAILABLE REPORTS ON 
CHEAP CONVERSION OF SEAWATER. END SUMMARY. 

1. WE APPRECIATE DEPT'S PROMPT RESPONSE TO OUR MESSAGE ON 
KUWAITI INTEREST IN ATOMIC ENERGY AND SEAWATER CONVERSION. 
WITH STATE REFTEL IN MIND, I DISCUSSED SUBJECT AGAIN WITH MIN 
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2. ATEEQI SHOWED QUICK UNDERSTANDING OF REASONS WHY US IS 
RELUCTANT TO DISCUSS SUBJECT OF NUCLEAR ENERGY WITH KUWAIT AT 
THIS POINT, PARTICULARLY OUR FEELING THAT ENERGY-SHORT NATIONS 
SHOULD COME FIRST AND SENSITIVITY WITHIN CONGRESS OVER INRO- 
DUCTION OF NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS IN MIDEAST. HE DRYLY OBSERVED 
KUWAIT ALREADY ENJOYS CERTAIN PREEMINENCE IN FIELD OF SALT 
WATER CONVERSION, AND THEREFORE GENERAL EXCHANGE ON THAT SUBJECT 
ALONE WOULD PROBABLY NOT BE PARTICULARLY INSTRUCTIVE. STUDY 

OF HOW TO CONVERT LARGE QUANTITIES OF SEA WATER - SUFFICIENT 
EVEN FOR FAIRLY LARGE-SCALE AGRICULTURE IN KUWAIT - BY USING 
ATOMIC POWER AS ENERGY SOURCE WOULD, HOWEVER, BE HORSE OF ANOTHER 
COLOR. ATEEQI ADVOCATED THAT IN ANY EVENT WE PROVIDE FRANK 
RESPONSE TO CP/PM SHAIKH JABER'S APPROACH TO SECRETARY SIMON 
(REF B). 

3. WHILE IN STATE 182094 AND 157699 DEPT HAS MARSHALLED COGENT 
REASONS FOR NOT ENTERING INTO US-KUWAITI COOPERATIVE EFFORT 
ON NUCLEAR ENERGY NOW, I DO NOT THINK SUBJECT SHOULD BE PER- 
MANENTLY THROWN OUT OF COURT. FOR ONE THING. ATOMIC ENERGY 
MOST LIKELY COULD NOT BE IN USE IN KUWAIT IN LESS THAN 12-15 
YEARS FROM NOW. FOR ANOTHER. KUWAITIS FIRMLY BELIEVE THERE 
ARE BETTER USES IN LONG RUN FOR PETROLEUM THAN AS A FUEL; 

THEY ARE DETERMINED TO ENCOURAGE DEVELOPMENT OF ALTERNATE SOURCES 
OF ENERGY AND TO ACQUIRE THOSE THAT ARE SUITABLE FOR KUWAIT. 

WE ARE NOT GOING TO DISSUADE THEM FROM THIS EFFORT WITH ECONOMIC 
ARGUMENTATION OR BY DENYING THEM ACCESS TO OUR NUCLEAR 
INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY. THEY WILL SIMPLY GO TO SOMEONE ELSE - 
LIKE THE FRENCH. 

4. 1 PROPOSE IN REPLY TO SHAIKH JABER TO STATE OUR BELIEF US- 
KUWAITI COOPERATION IN NUCLEAR FIELD IS PREMATURE, PRIMARILY 
BECAUSE OTHER ENERGY-SHORT NATIONS NEED OUR HELP FIRST. THIS 
IS ARGUMENT SHAIKH JABER WOULD SYMPATHIZE WITH, AND STILL 
LEAVES OPEN OPTION OF RESPONDING MORE POSITIVELY AT SOME TIME 
IN THE FUTURE. 

5. IN MEANTIME, WE CERTAINLY WILL KEEP UP OUR ALREADY ENERGETIC 
EFFORTS TO PROMOTE HYDROCARBON INTENSIVE INDUSTRIES IN KUWAIT. 
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6. AS FAR AS SEAWATER CONVERSION IS CONCERNED, WE WILL HAVE TO 
IDENTIFY AREAS OF NEW TECHNOLOGY THAT WE KNOW KUWAITIS DO NOT 
HAVE ALREADY BEFORE WE CAN EXPECT INTEREST THEM IN THAT SUBJECT 
ALONE. PARTICULARY ENTICING TO KUWAITIS WOULD BE ANY RESEARCH 
BEING DONE INTO HOW TO CONVERT SEAWATER CHEAPLY. THEY ARE 
SERIOUSLY INTERESTED IN AGRICULTURE IN THE BELIEF THAT WIDE- 
SCALE AGRICULTURE COULD BE MAJOR INDUCEMENT TO KUWAITIS TO 
REMAIN IN KUWAIT AFTER THE OIL RUNS OUT, AND OF COURSE MISSING 
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INGREDIENT IS LOTS OF WATER. WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN RECEIVING 
ANY REPORTS DEPT OF INTERIOR MAY HAVE ON SEAWATER CONVERSION 
ON MASSIVE SCALE. 

7. EMBASSY PLANS ALSO DISCUSS SEAWATER CONVERSION WITH KUWAITIS 
HERE WITH OBJECT OF FINDING GAPS IN THEIR TECHNOLOGY THAT US 
EXPERTS MIGHT USEFULLY TAKE A LOOK AT. WE WILL REPORT ANYTHING 
PROMISING. 

STOLTZFUS 
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